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Introduction

Orca Sand and Gravel Ltd., (the Proponent), a subsidiary of Polaris Minerals
Corporation, proposes to construct and operate a sand and grave! pit (the
Project) near Port McNeil, Vancouver Island, British Columbia. The proposed
Project includes: an open pit, that would be contained within the Project’s 350
hectare terrestrial footprint; a processing plant, with a production capacity of 4-6
millions tonnes per annum; a marine terminal, capabte of handling vessels
75,000 tonnes and larger; conveyor systems associated with the terminal and
processing plant; and, other works and activities that are associated with the
Project.

The project is expected to operate for approximately twenty-five years.

The proposed Project lies within the asserted territories of the Kwakiuti and
Namgis First Nations.

Transport Canada has determined that an approval under section 5(1) of the
Navigable Waters Protection Act and Fisheries and Oceans Canada has
determined that an authorization under section 35(2) of the Fisheries Act is
required before the project can proceed. As these regulatory duties are listed on
the Law List Regulations, an environmental assessment of the project, pursuant
to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEA Act), is required. Transport
Canada and DFO are the responsible authorities for the Project. The Project
exceeds the thresholds set out in sections 18(i) and 28(c) of the Comprehensive
Study List Regulations and requires review as either a comprehensive study or
review panel.

Following the requirements of the Regulations Respecting the Coordination by
Federal Authorities of Environmental Assessment Procedures and
Requirements, Transport Canada distributed the project description to other
federal authorities to determine their role in the assessment, if any. Environment
Canada indicated that they possess specialist knowledge and information which
should be considered in the assessment of the proposed underiaking. Also, in
accordance with section 12.4 of the CEA Act, the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency (the Agency) is the Federal Environmental Assessment
Coordinator for the project.

The Project is also subject to review under the British Columbia Environmental
Assessment Act (the BCEA Act), pursuant to Part 3 of the Reviewable Projects
Regulation (B.C. Reg. 370/02). The Agency and the British Columbia
Environmental Assessment Office are coordinating the federal - provincial review
process in accordance with the Canada-British Columbia Agreement on
Environmental Assessment Cooperalion. A Project Work Plan has been
established between the BC Environmental Assessment Office, the Agency, and
Transport Canada and DFO, the two responsible authorities. Each leve! of
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government will share and use the information generated through the
cooperative environmental assessment process, 1o the extent possible, and each
will make project-related decisiocns on matiers within their respective legisiative
authorities.

Scope of the Project

The Scoping Document for the Project was prepared by the responsible
authorities, in consultation with the Agency and the provincial Environmental
Assessment Office. The scoping document, presented in Appendix 1, provides
a description of the scope of the project as presented to the public.

Following public consultation, Transport Canada revised its scope of assessment
to include Mills (Bear} Creek.

Within the overall scope of project and assessment, DFO will restrict
its assessment to project components that require DFO regulatory approvais.

Factors to be considered in the assessment and the scope of those factors

The factors that must be considered in a comprehensive study of a project are
described in section 16 of the CEA Act. The scope of those factors to be taken
into consideration pursuant to 16(1) and (2} is determined by the responsible
authority(ies). The scoping document describes the factors {o be considered,
and the scope of those factors that Transport Canada and DFQ, as the
responsible authorities, have decided upon in refation to the Project.

Public concerns in relation to the project

The Comprehensive Study process requires that the public be given an
opportunity to participate in the review of the environmental assessment, as
foliows:

+ during the preparation of the scope of the environmental assessment;

¢ during the comprehensive study; and,

e during the comment period administered by the Agency on the
comprehensive study report.

As part of the requirements under section 21 of the CEA Act, the public was
consuited regarding the scope of the project, the factors to be considered, and
the scope of those factors.

Information on the Project environmental assessment is available for the public in
the Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry (CEAR). The Project CEAR
reference number is 04-03-5332. The Project CEAR includes the notice of
commencement of the Project environmental assessment, the notice for public
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consultation on the scoping document, and the notice on the availability of
participant funding.

Transport Canada advertised in community newspapers, during the weeks of
September 27 through October 11, 2004, a notice of the Public Consuitation
period on the scoping document and the availability of Participant Funding for
public participation in the comprehensive study process and review of the
comprehensive study report. The notice appeared in the North Island Gazette,
Victoria Times Columnist, and L’Express du Pacifigue. A copy of the newspaper
notice is provided in Appendix 2. The Project CEAR includes a notice for the
public to contact Transport Canada for a copy of the scoping document. Copies
of the Scoping Document were made available at an Open House held on
September 23, the proponent’s project office, the Namgis and Kwakiutl First
Nations’ band offices, the Town of Port McNeil and the local Fisheries and
Oceans Canada’s office. The public was provided with a 21-day review period to
provide written comment on the draft scoping document, concluding on October
20, 2004.

All public comments that Transport Canada received on the scoping document
were shared with DFO and the Agency.

The public submitted three sets of written comments on the scope of the
environmental assessment of the project. The responsible authorities have
considered all comments, and the following table summarizes the comments and
the responsibiiity authorities’ responses to them.

Written Public Comments Response from the Responsible
(summary) Authorities

Recommendation for editorial Comment noted for development of future
changes within the scoping scoping documents.

document expanding the explanation
of the comprehensive study process

Comment on application of the Comment noted for development of future
Comprehensive Study List scoping documents.
Regulations

Suggestion for inclusion of a process | Comment noted for development of future
flow chart scoping documents.
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Suggestion for inclusion of the The capacity of renewable resources that
methodology for determining are likely to be significantly affected by
sustainable development, using the project to meet present and future
sustainability criteria, needs will be addressed in the

comprehensive study.

Support for a comprehensive study Comment noted
and that the project not proceed to a
panel review panel

Clarification on issues to consider Issues associated with Mills (Bear) Creek
with respect to Mills (Bear) Creek will be included in Transport Canada’s
scope of assessment

After considering alt comments on the Scoping Document submitted by the
public, Transport Canada has agreed that potential effects of the project on Mills
(Bear) Creek will be added to the scope of the assessment considered during the
conduct of the comprehensive study.

Public Participation during the conduct of the Comprehensive Study

If the decision of the Minister is to refer the project to the responsible authorities,
under paragraph 21.1(1)(a) of the CEA Act, the responsible authorities will
ensure that the public is provided with an opportunity, in addition to those
provided under subsection 21(1) and section 22, to participate in the
comprehensive study.

As this environmental assessment is part of a joint review with the Province of
British Columbia, the Environmental Assessment Office and Transport Canada
will jointly advertise, in community newspapers, the public consultation periods
for the envircnmental assessment report. It is planned that the consultation will
include a period of up to 60 days for the public to submit written comments to
Transport Canada on the Proponent’s environmental assessment report.

All public comments received by Transport Canada on the environmental
assessment report will be distributed to DFO, the expert federal authorities and
the Agency. The Comprehensive Study Report, prepared by Transport Canada
and DFO, will demonstrate how such comments were considered, and note any
changes made as a result of that consideration.

The Comprehensive Study Report will then be submitted to the Minister of the
Environment for release to the public for a comment period of up to 45 days, to
be determined by the Agency, to examine the findings of the responsibie
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authorities and their determination on the significance of any adverse
environmental effects of the Project, after mitigation measures are applied.

Potential of the project to cause adverse environmental effects

The potential of the project to cause adverse environmental effects has been
considered as summarized in the table below. [t is anticipated that technically
and economically feasible mitigation measures can be applied to reduce and
minimize these potential adverse effects to an acceptable level.

Valued Ecosystem Component
(VEC)

Impact

Hydrology and water resources

No adverse effects predicted

Fish and fish habitat

Effects of the construction and
operation of the marine terminal on fish
and fish habitat, marine mammals
(toothed whales), and migratory birds

Wildlife and wildlife habitat

Effects of pit consfruction on terrestrial
habitats, including wetlands and marine
foreshore

Air quality

Effects of airborne pollutants into the
local environment

Socio-economics

Effects of construction and operation
on the Kiickseewy campground
Effects of visual impacts of the marine
terminal on the community of Sointula

Noise

Effects of construction and operation
on the Klickseewy campground

Current use of lands and resources
for traditional purposes by Aboriginal
persons

Effects of construction and operation
on traditional activities

l_and and resource use

Effects of construction and operation
on lands and resources in the vicinity of
the gravel pit and marine foreshore

Public health Effects of construction and operation
on the Klickseewy campground and
local community

Navigation Effects of construction and operation of

the marine terminal on marine traffic

Heritage and historical cultural
resources

No effects predicted

Paleontological resources

No effects predicted
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Ability of the Comprehensive Study to Address Issues Relating to the
Project

The scoping document lists the anticipated environmental and socio-economic
issues in relation to the Project.

it is the opinion of the responsible authorities, in consultation with the expert
federal authorities, that the Comprehensive Study will fully address issues related
to the project. This affords the best opportunity to participate in a joint review
with the Province of British Columbia through the Canada-British Columbia
Agreement for Environmental Assessment Cooperation.
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Appendix 1

Orca Sand and Gravel Project Comprehensive Study
Scoping Document
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CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ACT

Comprehensive Study Scoping Document

- Qrea Sand & Gravel Project.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Polaris Minerals Corporation (the Proponent) proposes to construct and operate
a gravel and sand extraction operation and an associated marine terminal, Orca
Sand and Gravel Project (the Project}, on Vancouver Island.

The Project includes the construction and operation of a 15,000 to 22,000 tonnes
per day processing plant (4 to 6 million tonnes per annum) and an associated
marine terminal designed to handle vessels farger than 25,000 tonnes
deadweight (DWT). The extraction site and marine terminal are located
immediately aloengside Highway 19, the Island Highway, 3.8 kilometres west of
Port McNeilt (see Figure 1). The proposed Project lies within the asserted
territories of the Kwakuitl and ‘Namgis First Nations.

Transport Canada has initiated the federal environmental assessment process
pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (the CEA Act) in
relation to the Project. The likely CEA Act triggers and the associated
responsible authorities include a subsection 5(1) approval pursuant to the
Navigable Waters Frotection Act from Transport Canada and a subsection 35(2)
authorization pursuant to the Fisheries Act from Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO). To assist in the environmental assessment process, Environment
Canada will provide expert advice in relation to the Project. The proposed
Project is also subject to review under the B.C. Environmental Assessment Act.

1.1 Purpose of the Scoping Document

Under subsection 21(1) of the CEA Act, where a project is described in the
comprehensive study list, the responsible authorities must ensure public
consultation on the proposed scope of the project for the envircnmental
assessment, the proposed factors to be considered in the environmental
assessment, the proposed scope of those factors and the ability of the
comprehensive study to address issues relating to the project. This document
describes the environmental assessment process, the opportunities for public
participation, the proposed scope of the Project for the purposes of the
environmental assessment, the factors proposed to be considered in the
environmental assessment and the proposed scope of those factors. This

10
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Figure 1. Project Location Map (Polaris Minerals Corporation 2004).

11



Environmental Assessment Track Report — Orca Sand and Gravel Project

document is intended to provide information to assist the public in commenting
on the ability of the comprehensive study to properly address issues related to
the environmental assessment of this Project.

1.2 Environmental Assessment Process

The CEA Act Comprehensive Study List Regulations contains two sections
requiring a comprehensive study that are relevant to the proposed project:

1. Paragraph 28(c) - The proposed construction, decommissioning or
abandonment of a marine terminal designed to handle vessels larger than
25 000 DWT unless the terminal is located on lands that are routinely and
have been historically used as a marine terminal or that are designated for
such use in a land-use plan that has been the subject of public
consultation.

2. Paragraph 18(i) - The proposed construction, decommissioning or
abandonment, or an expansion that would result in an increase in
production capacity of more than 35%, of a stone quarry or gravel or sand
pit with a production capacity of 1 000 000 t/a or more; and

Pursuant to subsection 21(2) of the CEA Act, following public consultation,
Transport Canada and DFO must provide a report to the Minister of the
Environment (the Minister) recommending whether the environmental
assessment of the Project, as set out below, should continue by means of a
comprehensive study, or should be referred to a mediator or review panel. This
scoping document will form part of the report that will be submitted to the
Minister.

The report from the responsible authorities fo the Minister must include
information on;
+ the scope of the Project, the factors to be considered in the assessment
and the scope of those factors;
» public concerns in relation to the Project;
« the Project’'s potential to cause adverse environmental effects; and
e the ability of the comprehensive study to address issues relating to the
Project.

After considering the responsible authorities’ report and recommendation, the
Minister will determine whether to refer the Project back to the responsible
authorities so that they may continue the comprehensive study process, or refer
the Project to a mediator or review panel.

if the Minister determines that the environmental assessment may continue as a

comprehensive study, the responsible authorities will facilitate the public’s
continued participation in the comprehensive study process. The responsible

12
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authorities will submit a comprehensive study report to the Minister of the
Envirenment and to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the
Agency). The Agency will seek public comments on the comprehensive study
report. If the Minisier decides to refer the Project to a mediator or a review panel
in accordance with section 29 of the CEA Act, the Project will no longer be
subject to the comprehensive study provisions under the CEA Act. The Minister,
after consutting the responsible authorities and other appropriate parties, will set
the terms of reference for the public review, and appoint the mediator or review
panel chairperson and members.

The Project is also subject to review under the British Columbia Environmental
Assessment Act. Therefore, the terms of the Canada-British Columbia
Agreement on Environmental Assessment Cooperation apply. Under the
Agreement, projects that require an environmental assessment by both the
Government of Canada and the Government of British Columbia will undergo a
single assessment, where possible, administered cooperatively by both
governments. The Agency, in its role as Federal Environmental Assessment
Coordinator, facilitates the harmonization of the federal review process with the
provincial review process. Both governments will use the information generated
through the cooperative environmental assessment as the basis for their
respective decisions on the Project. The Agreement does not provide for
delegation of authority. Therefore, each government will retain its ability to make
Project-related decisions on matters within its own legislative authority.
Transport Canada and DFO, as the responsible authorities, will make Project-
related decisions on matters within their own legisiative authority. The Province
will make a decision on whether to issue a certificate for the entire Project. To
the extent possible, both processes will be synchronized with respect

to information and consultation requirements and timelines, and in development
of final reports and recommendations.

1.3 Project Overview

Gravel/Sand Deposit Development

The proponent expects that the gravel/sand deposit will have a production
capacity of 4,000,000 to 6,000,000 tonnes per annum ({the proponent has
inferred the resource totals at 127,400,000 tonnes). All materials would be
processed on site at the proposed processing plant. The processing plant is
expected to operate16 hours a day with work stoppage during nights, with
volumes of 15,000 to 22,000 tonnes per day being processed. The Project is
expected to operate seven days per week during the summer (May to October),
and o operate on weekdays through the winter (November to April).

Once the material is processed it wiil be stockpiled on site and then transported
via a specialized conveyor system to the marine terminat for loading onto ships.
The ship loading facility will have the capacity to handle vessels up to or larger
than 75, 000 DWT. It is expected that at maximum production rates the

13
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operation will load two vessels per week with loading occurring on a 24-hour
basis.

Land Use

The proposed gravel/sand extraction site lies adjacent to the Cluxewe River,
extending approximately 3 km in the lower watershed. It would be located within
fee simple private lands owned by Western Forest Products Limited. As
described by the proponent, the site and the surrounding area is already well
established as a mineral resource with several small sand and gravel extraction
operations active within, or immediately adjacent to, the proposed boundaries.
To the south is a sand and gravel pit operated by the B.C Ministry of
Transportation and to the west, across the Cluxewe River is an asphalt plant and
a sand and gravel pit operated by OK Paving. The proposed marine terminal is
located 2.0 km east of an existing campground operated by the Kwakuitl First
Nation.

2.0 ANTICIPATED ISSUES

The following key issues have been identified by the responsible authorities and
will require consideration during the environmental assessment:

« Potential effects of gravel removal on fish habitat in the Cluxewe River,
and/or its fributaries and side channels in the Project area. The Cluxewe
River supports pink, coho, chinook, and chum salmon, steelhead, Dolly
Varden and rainbow trout, as well as a smail run of sea-run cutthroat.

» Potential effects to hydrology with altered flow regimes in the Cluxewe
River

« Effects of the construction and operation of the marine terminal and
conveyor system on the intertidal and subtidal environment, including fish
and fish habitat

¢ Potential effects on marine mammals

» Poiential effects on wildlife, including migratory birds

¢ Loss of and reclamation of land based/wetland and foreshore vegetation
(both as a sustainable resource and as wildiife/bird habitat)

» Potential effects on any Species at Risk listed on Schedule | of the
Species at Risk Act (SARA) that occur in the Project area

« Potential effects on navigation

s Potential effects on air guality

+ Implications for First Nations.

Besides the anticipated issues stated above, the following issues and concerns
were brought forward through public consultation conducted by the proponent to
date:

o Groundwater regime and potential for effects on the Cluxewe River

o Fareshore environment, intertidal and sub-tidal habitat effects

o Potential effects on salmon migration and whale movement

o Potential for disturbance to the Klickseewy campground

14
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE AND PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION

The following schedule provides details for the assessment of the Project as a
comprehensive study. If the Project is referred to a mediator or review panel, the
schedule will no ionger be applicable.

Pursuant to Section 17 (1) of the CEA Act, the responsible authorities will
delegate the conduct of the comprehensive study to the Proponent. The
Proponent is required to prepare an Application for an Environmental Approval
Certificate (the Application) pursuant to the British Columbia Environmental
Assessment Act. The application will include all the necessary information to
meet the requirements of the CEA Act and will be submitted to the responsible
authorities. Following the review of the information provided by the Proponent,
the responsible authorities, in consultation with the Agency and Environment
Canada, will prepare the comprehensive study report, which will be submitted to
the Minister.

The public will have 21:days to provide written commenit to Transport Canada on
the draft scoping document, up to 60 days to submit written comments to
Transport Canada on the Application provided by the Proponent, and a period, to
be determined by the Agency, {0 examine the comprehensive study report, while
it is being reviewed by the Minister, This final public review period is typically
about 30 days.

Transport Canada wilt receive all public comments on the scoping document and
the Application and distribute them to DFO, Environment Canada, and the
Agency. _

The comprehensive study report must demonstrate how such comments were
considered, and note any changes made as a result of that consideration.

4.0 SCOPE

4.1 Scope of the Project

Transport Canada’s regulatory trigger under the Law List Regulation of the CEA
Act for the Project includes the need for a subsection 5(1) approval under the
Navigable Waters Protection Act for construction of the marine terminal and
conveyor system.

DFO’s anticipated regulatory triggers under the Law List Regulation of the CEA
Act include:

1) the need for a subsection 35(2) authorization under the Fisheries Actto

15
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address the Harmful Alteration, Disruption or Destruction (HADD) of fish
habitat in the intertidal and subtidal marine environment that will result
from construction of the Marine Terminal and Conveyer system, and

i) the possibility for a subsection 35(2) authorization to address the HADD of
fish habitat in the Cluxewe River and its tributaries and side-channels in
the Project area.

Additional information is required with respect to both fish habitat and the Project,
to determine whether or not a HADD is likely to cccur in the freshwater
environment. The gravel extraction area will be included in the Scope of Project
and Scope of Assessment, and a HADD determination will be made when further
technical information is available.

Transport Canada has evaluated information provided on the proposed marine
terminal and determined that this facility is in accordance with conditions
specified in paragraph 28(c) of the Comprehensive Study List Regulations,
therefore a comprehensive study assessment track is required for this Project.

In accordance with subsection 15 of the CEA Act, the responsible authorities
have determined that the scope of the proposed Project will be the following
physical activities not associated with physical works, and the construction,
operation, maintenance / modification and decommissioning of the following
physicat works:

o Ship Loading Facility and Associated Conveyor. The conveyor will carry
product from a land-based storage area, across the intertidal and subtidai
area to the ship berth, which will have the capacity to handle vessels up to
or larger than 75 000 DWT. At maximum production rates the operation is
expected fo load two vessels per week, each being at the berth for up to
24 hours..

o Gravel/Sand Deposit Extraction. 200 hectares of second growth forest
and organic overburden layers will be removed in phases for sand and
gravel extraction.

o Processing Plant: A processing plant will be constructed for washing and sizing of
extracted gravel, and limited crushing of oversized gravel.

o Land-based Conveyor System. A land-based conveyor system will be
used to transport washed and sized products from the processing plant to
the stockpile area; another system will be used to transport producis from
the stockpiles to the ship loader.

o All other works associated with the construction, operation, and
decommissioning of the Project {i.e. settling ponds, stockpile area, water
supply, site access, power supply and any off-site or on-site compensation
and mitigation works as required, and any other physical works or
activities which form an integral part of the Project).

16
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4.2 Scope of Assessment

4.2.1 Factors to be Considered

As defined under the CEA Act, “environmental effect” means, in respect of a project:
a) any change thai the project may cause in the environment, including any change
it may cause to a listed wildlife species, its crifical habitat or the residences of
individuals of that species, as those terms are defined in subsection 2(1) of the
Species at Risk Act
b} any effect of any change referred to in paragraph (a) on
i} health and socio-economic conditions
i} physical and cultural heritage
i) the current use of lands and resources for traditiona purposes by aboriginal
persons, or
iv) any siructure, sile or thing that is of historical, archaeological,
paleontological or architectural significance, or
¢) any change to the profect that may be caused by the environment

The factors proposed to be considered in the environmental assessment,
pursuant to section 16 of the CEA Act, are the following:

» fhe environmental effects of the Project, including the environmental
effects of malfunctions or accidents that may occur in connection with the
Project and any cumulative environmental effects that are likely to result
from the Project in combination with other projects or activities that have
been or will be carried out;

» the significance of the environmental effects referred to above,

» comments from the public that are received in accordance with this Act
and the regulations;

» measures that are technically and economically feasible and that would
mitigate any significant adverse environmental effects of the Project;

e the purpose of the Project;

» alternative means of carrying out the Project that are technicaily and
economically feasible and the environmental effects of any such
alternative means;

s the need for, and the requirements of, any follow-up program in respect of
the Project; and,

» fthe capacily of renewable resources that is likely to be significantly
affected by the Project fo meet the needs of the present and those of the
future.

4.2.2 Scope of Factors to be Considered

The foliowing provides an outline of the proposed scope of the factors to be
considered in the environmental assessment.

e hydrology and water resources;
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geology;

soils:

vegetation;

species listed on Schedule 1 of SARA;
fish and fish habitat;

wildlife and wildlife habitat;

waste management;

* noise;

e air quality.

¢ current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes by Aboriginal persons;
e Jand and resource use;

local communities;

worker health and safety;

public health and safety;

navigation,

heritage and historical cultural resources
paleontological resources.

Maifunctions and Accidents

The probability of possible malfunctions or accidents associated with the
Project, and the potential adverse environmental effects of these events wiil
be identified and described. The description will include, where applicabie:
+ accidental spills;

¢ contingency measures for responding to emergencies;

¢ risks of facility malfunctions.

Any change to the Project that may be caused by the environment

The environmental hazards that may affect the Project will be described and the
predicted etfects of these environmental hazards will be documented. The following
are examples of 1ssues that should be addressed in the environmental assessment and
the design of the Project:

® scismic activity;

» icing and winter operations;

erosion, [ire, flooding;

slope stability.

Cumulative Environmental Effects

The cumulative envircnmental effects that are likely to result from the Project
in combination with other projects or activities that have been or will be
carried out will be identified and assessed.

Sustainability of the Resource

The environmental assessment shall consider the capacity of renewable resources
that are likely to be significantly affected by the Project to meet the needs of the
present and those of the future.

18
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Spatial and Temporal Boundaries

Spatial boundaries:

The main Project site will be bounded to the west by the Cluxewe River, to the east
by the Island Highway, to the north by Broughton Strait, and to the south by the
southern extent of fee simple lands under the administration Western Forest Products
Limited. The environmental assessment will encompass the ecological footprint of
the Project.

Temporal boundaries:

The temporal boundaries will encompass the lifespan of the Project
(expected o be approximately 25 years). The environmental assessment
will examine effects of the Project beginning with the construction phase and
throughout the operations phase (including any maintenance and/or
modifications) and through to the completion of the decommissioning phase.

Follow-up Program

The purpose of a follow-up program is to verify the accuracy of the
environmental assessment of the Project and determine the effectiveness of
the mitigation measures. The environmental assessment wifl include a
discussion of the need for and the requirements of a follow-up program.

5.0 PuBLic PARTICIPATION

The public is invited to provide its views at this scoping stage of the
environmental assessment of the Project on the following areas:

o the proposed scope of the Project;

+ the factors proposed to be considered in the assessment and the
proposed scope of those factors; and

+ the ability of the comprehensive study to address issues refating to the
Project.

Persons wishing to submit comments may do so in writing to Transport Canada.
Comments must be received by close of business October 20, 2004. Comments
may be sent to:

Transport Canada

Environmental Services

620 — 800 Burrard St.

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2J8

FAX: (604) 666-2961 E-mail: halk@tc.gc.ca

Please be as detailed as possible and clearly reference the Orca Sand and
Gravel Project and the Registry File number 04-03-5332 on your submission.

19
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As stated above, should the Minister determine that a comprehensive study will
be conducted for the Project, the public will be provided with further opportunities
to participate in the comprehensive study process. Once the comprehensive
study report has been prepared, the report will be submitted to the Agency, who
will provide the public with an opportunity to review the report and provide
comiments prior to the Minister issuing an environmental assessment decision
statement.

The public will also have opportunities to participate in the assessment should
the Project be referred to a mediator or a review panel.

Following the Minister's decision on the type of environmental assessment that is
to be conducted (comprehensive study, mediation, or panel review), funding will
be made available from the Agency for members of the public o participate in the
environmental assessment.

Further information on the environmental assessment of this Project can be
obtained through the Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry. The paper-
based component of this Registry is located in Vancouver and documents can be
obtained or viewed by contaciing: Karen Hall, Environmental Officer, Transport
Canada, 620-800 Burrard Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6Z 248, Tel:
604-666-5368 or Email; hallk@tc.gc.ca. As well, the internet component of the
Registry contains further Project-refated information and can be accessed at the
following address: http.//Amww.ceaa.qc.ca/050/index e.cfm

REFERENCES

The Orca Sand & Gravel Project, Port McNeill, B.C. Prepared by Polaris Minerais
Corporation. Submitted to British Columbia Environmental Assessment
Office, October 2003, 12p.
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Appendix 2

Notice for Public Comment and Availability of
Participant Funding
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Canadian Environmental Assessment Act

Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Orca Sand
and Gravel Project

Public Consultation on Scoping Dacument and Availability of
Participant Funding

Peiagis i we:el« Curnposation greposes
wanmiined, Oen Sond st Boves) &

construct and ouerate a grasel and sand exliaction operaiion and naring
eCl west of Mol Biahai on the northeast cossl of Vanoooves |siand,

The profedt includiss e constryeion of 2 provessing plant that will prgduce bebween 15,000 and 22 D00 wones per
day ef sand and gpavet ard o marins o vt 19 handls vessels lrges tan 20000 tonnes, The exiraction
gite and maving tenminal be immadately slongside Highway 19 st west of Port MoNei

g sudy assossment wnder e Sanadion Sovireminental Assasement Ank
ard o subaestian 2100 of thae A0, Transpor Canada and Fis s and Oosans Canada, ag ihe fedaral
respeisie sqlboiios D e proect assassmant. now msele e pubdic e comemant an the prepcsed mropod
Comments must be received no later than Ccotaber 20, 2004,
Transport Canada
Environmenta! Services
620-800 Burrard St.
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2J8
Fax: (604) 6G6-2D610r E-mail; halik@tc.ge.ca

ol is suieel to 2 compra?

METE A dosuiments andion 1espeises teceived mr]dm o this meject awe consigoied suske ard wil basonms part of
the public segisty for he proiect, Please cucte e pioject i and the CEARE 24-03-8332 on al corresgondancs,

Far furthey inforraion oo e prejoct contae: Trenspot Canada at e address abtve G wsil waye 1200 o
Of Wanv.Cepa-anee go.on, More informancn is alse svatlable nlne felowing Ionations.
Kwakiutl Band Office 20 Box 1443 Fori Hardy, BC
Namgis First Nation Office PO, Box AS At Bay, BO
Town of Port MeNeill 1775 Grerv e Plasa, 50 Aax 728, Fort woiNel, 30
Fisheries and Oceans Capada Box 10, 8555 Wolloson Rosd, Porf Hardy BO

Availability of Participant Funding

The Soverunend of Canada, tirough the Canadian Ervironmenial Assesan
carticipant funding ap

Agyeney {Agene
500D te assist groups and u’zéz«aduciis i ke pard i the au
5 Jf'vctk of the groposad Qrea Sand and Grave! Project

. ia orowiding
sEssnrent oF the

i the
DY,

ding, suoccesstu: applizanis must paoinats o ne deveicoment of the ¢ alwersive study an
] ‘,t, cormgietsd comprehensive sludy repoert Thaey most alse sign 8 cenfribuiion agresaent wilk e g

Funding apphications must be roceived at the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency no later
than Cctober 20, 2004,

Shatdd the Minisier of 1he Envispnmant Setosning. a8 e sonclusion oF e eyiew of the scomng dooeraent and
upof the recommendazion of he (eepe s Gl (et Bre pooeosed croject e sssassed inslead JHJ
an inuependent endonmentsd assessrment toview panel. v comn A study swlivizan funding W

wetirdroman | A e Tand will e cstablizned and he pu be inviled W re-apiiy.

lerarertcdiont o e program. nciuding s Pastiopant Fungding Srogram Guids, the aoplichion foim and the
eontrihution ¢ aoresment arn, available on the ;«uum 5 weibsile veww CoBa-ElEe ge.Ca

For addiional information on e fursing pregram, pleass contosl
Peter Bedrassian
Participant Funding Program - Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
180 Elgin Street, 22nd Floor, Otlawa, ON K14 0H3
Tel: (613} 957-0284 e-mail: peter.bedrosslan@coaa-acee.ge.ca

Folmere sformation of e profect aod others in vour ares, plesss consult the Cansdian Envionmentst Assassment
Regisliy Stawnw ceaa-aces qeca | Foliow g drectlink on the home cags of e Agenoy’s wabsite,
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awwmmm Govemment
i+

of Ganadia

Loi canadienne sur I'évaluation environnementale
Evaluation envirannementale du Projet de sable et de gravier d’Orca
Consultation du public ¢t disponibilite des fonds

Pofars Minerais Corporglon procese de eonstraie et dexpioitor u
e e grsvier ains guun ennins mantirme - e Proiel de sanle «f de gravaes
Pogd Motisill sur b cde nord-ast de e da Vanoeuver
ead li construshisn dune ysine de faitement dune capacie do 15 000 4 22 500 lonnes
g capable 4o dessevy des navines Jung muge
rne w0 oevent & proximite de

Qlw - & Fousst da

che BEmH

L LRl Somipr
de sabic el de g:awz..r P jow et dur termianal mea
e smiperiere & 25 000 wnnss, Lo sile Foxbaction ef e terming mea
Fer roeter 19, & Pouest die Port Mohe
L& prodsd esl astujetl & une elude aspprofontio on veru de i Lol canadigihne Sw fevaiustion
arvionpemaeniae, Confonmameant au ﬂa‘fagf“pf‘t:f 2201 deda Lof, Tranepois Coanada et PEches el
Gedans Canada, on leur qualitd dauloiilés Hodraies rasponsailes de ['evaluation du peojor writend le
gublic & emellis das commniaires sur e projed
Les commentaires doivent étre rct,us au plus tard le 20 cctobre 2004 & Fadresse suivante ©
Tiansports Canada, Services anironnaementaus
F25-800. ruz Byrandg
Vancouver (C-B) VB2 235
Fax c {B04) £55-29%1 v Lourrief @ hadl
NOTA Tous ks dosumends alfou conymantarss reous concerrand le o
W et seront versds au ragistee mublic de se arojel MNoublier vos d
lg e de rdlférence du Ragistre 94-03-5332 dans oules yo8 o0

e.qn.cd

FESLONGEI0aS.
2o plus e rerlsmqrr-rner:-és st |2 projel. vedifez sommunivuer avec Transgonts Ganads 4
lanesve Cl-dostns ou visiler vewn 10 00.0n 0u W 2B 0800, 50,00, Des rensegnenants soot auss:

{ s s &ncroils |_=N£°ir1k .

Bureau de la Bande Kwakiutl $8, chemin Teakis P 1440 Pod Hardy (C-BS
Bureau do la Premiere nation Namgis 4%, rue A, O, 218, Alat Bay (C.-8)
Ville de Port McNeill 1775, piace Granvills, C.P. 728, Porl MoNeir Bl

Peches ot Oceans Canada 835835, chemin W

VWVGiioson. OF 10 Port Bady (2223

Disponibitité des fonds

Lo gowvernamant du Cangda, par fendramiss de FAgence canaderne d'evaluation cremennemontala,
[drping paggara 15 QDD S ali e fagilier iz participalion dE.f\:- groupes ot des paritulons inleressis &
Péwalustion des efets anvironnemeniaux du Mroet ge soble et de gravier o Gica,
ion dy fingncement est conditisnnsdls & la padicpadion des cand:dals remaug & ¢
s uporoiondis gl 4 Pezamdn du repoodt de oalle stude, e [0 cafle-o larmingea, |
sgaternent wgad: w accond de contnbulion avec I'Agence

Les demandes daide financidre doivent étre reques au plus tard le 20 octobre 2004 4
I"Agence canadienne d'évaluation envirenmementale,
Sile aunistre o TEnvironnemeny décde, & 1@ siole de Paxarnen du rappont relatil & ta porde & aux
rgcoramnandatens 88 I'auishte resporsabio, aue Mdvaiuglion environnomeniais du grojel doi e
pluidt mende par ung comaussion d'sxamen irdependante. faide inancre aux panticipants sera relirée.
Un nouveal programime d'aide financiers sorz alus mis oo place et lg pabho sera invitd & faire une
novvaile derzris,
codort e Suite du programma de Bransament a
mande af Faccord de contribukon sur e st Ve de
& WL aCOe-CEBH QU.IA.

Dovation dung
i gdavran]

On brouvera des engsignemants serle aroyg
Vinmzrtion des parlicipants. | farr

s sur ke Programmes daide irancidre, voudtlers
TEOLIST AYES
Pater Bedrossian - Programme d'aide financiére aux participants

Agence capadicnne d'évaluation environiementale

160, rue Elgin, 22¢ étage, Oftawa ON K1A OH3

Tel : (613} $67-0254 Courricl ; peter.bedrossian@acee-Cead.ge.ca
WAL SUT 2 Proget o S cewx qui sant en s dang volre mgion. v
uglion envronnementae, Suvez |8 ben au Regisre & partir da
vel du side Web de PAgencs | wearw ases-ceFa e ca

Pawr pus de rensaigng

Four ablanir das ren
consulier e Ragisl

Fglei
243
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